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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

2. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

3. Literature helps to shape human thought.

4. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

5. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

6. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

7. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Women as Creators of Life
	Essential Questions: How have women been represented in literature as creators of life? How do the authors’ biographical and historical contexts influence my understanding of their literary choices and voices? How do the selected texts challenge, validate, or otherwise influence my understanding, interpretation, and critical thinking about this thematic topic?

What is the value in knowing how texts construct the identity of women as creators of life?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know and be able to explore the significance of archetypes with examples from history such as Venus of Willendorf, Eve, the Virgin Mary, Gaia, Hera, Pandora, Artemis, Athena, Aphrodite, Demeter, Persephone, Helen of Troy, Amazons, Gorgons, Sirens

	Know, interpret, and think critically about the literary choices of authors in poems, short stories, novels, and nonfiction

	Be able to identify and think critically about various components of this issue, including but not limited to the shifting definitions of “good” and “bad” mothers (failed mothers, monster mothers, soccer moms,) mother-child bonding, mothers as nurturers/controllers

	Know and be able to think critically about significant aspects of writers’ biographies and the relationship between authors’ lives and their texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal Inventory and Reflective Journal Writing – Dialectic Journals

· Silent Sustained Reading with logs with novel completed by semester’s end

· Wikispace discussions online

· Socratic Seminars

· Examine visual representations of women from over time

	Suggested Assessments
	· Pre-Assessment and Post- Assessment of Terms and Attitudes/Understandings

· Mother’s Oral History Project and Self-Reflection

· Annotated Bibliography

	Suggested Resources
	· “Lullaby” Leslie Marmon Silko

· “How Cruel is the Story of Eve” Stevie Smith

· “Eden is a Zoo” Margaret Atwood

· “Sleep Darling” Sappho

· “Contraband” Denise Levertov

· “Bathing the Newborn” Sharon Olds

· “Little Girl, My String Bean, My Lovely Woman” Anne Sexton

· “Morning Song” Sylvia Plath

· “The Slave Mother” Frances W. Harper

· “Christmas Night 1962” Joyce Carol Oates

· “The Mother” Gwendolyn Brooks

·  “7 Billion Reasons” (Population Growth Education)

·  “Cyberhood is Powerful” (Technology facilitating discussion of motherhood)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Web Quest: Images of Women in Ancient Art: Issues of Interpretation and Identity and Metropolitan Museum of Art Website

	Content Vocabulary
	· Archetypes, matriarchal, patriarchal

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values







Women as Creators of Domestic Space: Home and Family

	Essential Questions: How have women been represented in literature as creators of domestic space? How do the authors’ biographical and historical contexts influence my understanding of their literary choices and voices? How do the selected texts challenge, validate, or otherwise influence my understanding, interpretation, and critical thinking about this thematic topic?

What is the value in knowing how texts construct the identity of women as creators of domestic space as mothers, daughters, sisters, aunts, and grandmothers?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know, interpret, and think critically about the literary choices of authors in poems, short stories, novels, and nonfiction

	Be able to identify and think critically about various components of this issue, including but not limited to how to define a family, economic influences, dual income households, access to childcare, access to divorce, cultural expectations, 

	Know significant aspects of writers’ biographies and context and be able to think critically about the relationship between authors’ lives and their texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal Inventory and Reflective Journal Writing 

· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Socratic Seminars

· Listen to short stories and plays online with radio play at Scribbling Women.org

	Suggested Assessments
	· RAFT 

· Re-enactment of Author Talk Show (Share with School Community)

· Group Posters / website- glogster.com or tumblr.com

· Annotated Bibliography

	Suggested Resources
	· Charlotte Perkin’s Gillman “The Yellow Wall Paper”  

· “Trifles” or “A Jury of Her Peers” 

· “Story of an Hour”  

· Zora Neale Hurston’s “Sweat” 

· Adrienne Rich’s poem “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” 

· The Woman Warrior- “No Name Woman”- Maxine Hong Kingston

· “Housewife” Anne Sexton

· “Intimate” Gabriela Mistral

· “Further Notes for the Alumni Bulletin” Patricia Cumming

· “A Domestic Dilemma” Carson McCullers

· “I stand Here Ironing” Tillie Olsen

· “Death” of a Traveling Salesman” Eudora Welty

· “Wild Geese” Mary Oliver

· “Sonnets from the Portuguese” XIV, XXXV, XLIII Elizabeth Barrett Browning

· “Paycheck Feminism” (USA)

· “Too Young to Marry” (Yemen)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Wikispace discussions of NPR show about adoption- “The Inner Circle”; publicradio.org program about Old and New Testament views of marriage On Being: “Marriage, Family, and Divorce”; and online radio plays 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Nuclear family, extended family, open/ closed adoption, hysteria, Victorian

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Women as Creators of Their Selves
	Essential Questions: How have women been represented in literature as creators of their own identities? How do the authors’ biographical and historical contexts influence my understanding of their literary choices and voices? How do the selected texts challenge, validate, or otherwise influence my understanding, interpretation, and critical thinking about this thematic topic? What is the value in knowing how texts construct the identity of women as creators of their own identities?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know, interpret, and think critically about the literary choices of authors in poems, short stories, novels, and nonfiction

	Be able to identify and think critically about various components of this issue, including media influences on body image and sense of self, exploring and creating one’s voice, finding an outlet for creativity 

	Know significant aspects of writers’ biographies and context and be able to think critically about the relationship between authors’ lives and their texts

	Know and be able to explore the significance of the role of race and economics; how creativity can be met with celebrations, hostilities, and indifference; how people break silence, the qualities of society-imposed, self-imposed silence, meditative silence; challenge to white male as universal voice 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal Inventory and Reflective Journal Writing 

· Silent Sustained Reading 

· School and Community Survey- surveymonkey

	Suggested Assessments
	· Pre-Assessment and Post- Assessment of Terms and Attitudes/Understandings

· Annotated Bibliography

· Research Project with Prezi style presentation

· Where is my Voice? Project

	Suggested Resources
	· “The Solitary” Sara Teasdale

· “The Centaur” May Swanson

· “Seminary” Constance Carrier

· “A Birthday” Christina Rossetti

· “Nikki-Rosa” Nikki Giovanni

· “In Mind” Denise Levertov

· “To the Dark God” Paula Ludwig

· “Mirror” Sylvia Plath

· “There were No Mirrors” Sweet Honey in the Rock

· Virginia Wolfe - excerpt A Room of One’s Own

· “The Prologue” Anne Bradstreet

· “Barbie doll” Marge Percy

· “I go back to May 1937” Sharon Olds

· “Advice to a girl” Sara Teasdale

· “Thanking my mother for Piano Lessons” Diane Wakoski

· Miss Representation- documentary film about media and body image and need to take control of creating own image of beauty, strength

· “Hollaback Goes Global” (technology to report harassers)

· “Culture of Rape” (USA Military)

· “Taking Slut for a Walk” (USA Rape Issues)

· “Embracing Their Roundness” (Ghana Beauty Pageants)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Research Project: “The Hidden World of Girls” npr.org The Kitchen Sisters’ series

· About Face.org - young women addressing body image 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Somatophobia, voice, universal, bias, subjective, objectified

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Women as Creators of Change in the World
	Essential Questions: How have women been represented in literature as creators of change in the world? How do the authors’ biographical and historical contexts influence my understanding of their literary choices and voices? How do the selected texts challenge, validate, or otherwise influence my understanding, interpretation, and critical thinking about this thematic topic?

What is the value in knowing how texts construct the identity of women as creators of change in the world?

	

	Learning goals: Students will:

	Know, interpret, and think critically about the literary choices of authors in poems, short stories, novels, and nonfiction

	Be able to identify and think critically about various components of this issue, including poverty, education, global population, rape, violence against women, 

	Know significant aspects of writers’ biographies and context and be able to think critically about the relationship between authors’ lives and their texts

	Know and be able to explore the significance of various literary and nonliterary efforts to create inclusive and just societies


	Suggested Strategies
	· Personal Inventory and Reflective Journal Writing

· Dialectic Journals

· Silent Sustained Reading 

· Wikispace discussions online

· Student Presentations of Initiatives World Wide

	Suggested Assessments
	· Annotated Bibliography

· Silent Sustained Reading Project

· Student Presentations of Initiatives World Wide

	Suggested Resources
	· “Nobel Lecture, 7 December 1993” Toni Morrison

· “Natural Law” Babette Deutsch

· “An Ancient gesture” Edna St. Vincent Millay

· “Ride” Josephine Miles

· “Topography” Sharon Olds

· “A Letter” Marina Tsuetayera

· “One is One” Marie Ponsot

· “Ain’t I a Woman?” Sojourner Truth

· excerpts Uncle Tom’s Cabin Harriet Beecher Stowe

· “Wreath for Emmitt Till” 

· “Runaway Slave at Pilgrim’s Point” Elizabeth Barrett Browning

· “The Toilet” Mhlophe

· “Who’s Irish” Gish Jen

· “The Civil Rights Movement: What Good Was it?” Alice Walker

· “Effort at Speech Between Two People” Muriel Rukeyser

· “Everything that Rises Must Converge” Flannery O’Connor

· “When Death Comes” Mary Oliver

· “A Worn Path” Eudora Welty

· From “Shades and Slashes of Light” Maya Angelou

· “Rape is Rape” (USA Legal System)

· “Women of the Arab Spring” (Egypt)

· “The Echoes of Suffrage”

· “What a Difference a Latina Makes” (USA Supreme Court Justice)

· “Stones Can’t Stop Them” (Afghan Women)

· “A Women’s Bill of Rights”

· “The Equal Rights Amendment”

· “The Fight Will Go On” (Wal Mart and Class Action Lawsuit)

· “Seizing the Keys to the Kingdom” (Saudi Arabia)


	Suggested Tech Integration
	· See Jane Do – website of every day women changing the world every day

· GoogleTrips.org

	Content Vocabulary
	· privilege, authority, subversive, private and public space, inclusive, justice

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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